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1. The Mission aims to coordinate aid by various donors to 
strengthen Lao FDR's legal system. 
2. Lao PDR only recently undertook to reconstitute its legal 
system. In its efforts to do so, it has received aid from a 
variety of sources, some operating within different conceptual 
and juridical systems. 
3. Lao FDR faces the urgent necessity of changing its legal 
order in at least four central sectors: Drafting priority 
legislation, especially legislation required to ensure the smooth 
transition from the old, centrally-planned economy to a market-
powered economy; strengthening legal education in ways 
approporiate to the roles its students will play in the Lao FDR 
legal system; training-up the existing judiciary, and educating 
new magistrates; and creating a new system for monitoring the 
implementation of the law. 
4. The Mission's task in all these areas seems dual: 
a . In some of these sectors, to accomplish substantive 
tasks, for example, drafting priority legislation, and 
creating new institutions for monitoring the law; and 
b. in all of them, to build Lao capacity. 
5. It seems likely that for some time to come, Lao FDR's legal 
order will exist in a condition of turbulence, change, and 
contradiction. The task thus becomes one of building capacity 
specially especially human capacity: drafters, judges, 
lawyers, legally-trained bureaucrats, monitoring personnel. In 
all four critical areas, Lao needs qualified personnel competent 
to develop a coherent distinctively Lao legal framework in the 
difficult conditions Lao faces. 
6. It was suggested that the Mission divide into four task 
forces corresponding to the jour sectors mentioned, each to have 
Lao participation: Legislative drafting; judiciary; legal 
education; and implementation monitoring institutions and 
personnel. As soon as possible, each of these task forces will 
formulate a research agenda for their work over next few days as 
the basis for preparing their part of the final Mission document. 
